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contemplated in the constitution, and the ecclesia had now to be
made into such a body. This could be done only by repealing
all protective measures, and by a decree of the ecclesia that no
one should resort to the y/>ac^ fl-apai/o/Awv under heavy penalties
and that any Athenian could propose any measure he pleased.1
A resolution was thereupon proposed and carried that five
presidents (rrpoeSpoi) should be appointed, who should select a
hundred men, and that each of the hundred so selected should
choose three colleagues. Thus a narrow government of 400
was established, which was intended to be merely provisional.
The professed object of the reformers was to entrust the ad-
ministration ultimately to a larger body of 5000 selected citizens;
but the selection was indefinitely adjourned, and before the
elaborate paper-constitution drawn up by the provisional govern-
ment could be applied in practice,2 the rule of the 400 was
brought to an abrupt conclusion by a split between the
moderates and the extremists. But the reaction was not
violent; the moderates now had their turn. Their ideal was
realised for the moment by the framing of a constitution in which
payment for state services was abolished and the government
was entrusted to a class of citizens approximately resembling
that which was to have been specified in the never published
list. But careful selection was now dispensed with, and the
test for admission to the new body of 5000 was capacity
to furnish the arms of a hoplite.3 Athens was now in
the hands of the middle class, but it is doubtful whether she
remained even for a single year under the guidance of this
respectable body. The government lasted just so long as the
shadow of fear hung over the state. With the splendid efforts
made by Athens to repair her disasters and regain her maritime
control the old feelings returned and the old government was
restored. It fell with Aegospotami and the fall of Athens, and
a violent effort was made, under Spartan influence, to weed out
the supposed vices of democracy. A commission of thirty was
appointed to revise the laws, so as to leave no hold for the
professional informer and to cut down the authority of the law-
courts.4 The commission became a government which during
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